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GENERAL MEETING 

Village Hall Wednesday 13th March  at 8.00pm 

     Your Village and Community need you 

We are close to signing the transfer document for the Village Hall 

and need to ensure the Village is still behind the venture. It will 

take Village support of one type or another, in order to keep it . 

Do we lose it to developers or keep it as a Village amenity? 

In addition to the usual items covered in the AGM we need to 

discuss the future of the Association itself. 

If the environment where you live is important to you, and we 

presume it is, because you made the decision to live here then 

surely it makes sense to help maintain and improve it. 

The proverb “you reap what you sow ‘’ seems most appropriate 

Please spare a couple of hours to see what you can do for your 

community 

There will be wine and nibbles after the meeting 

We look forward to seeing you! 

 

The Residents Association/Village Hall Committee 
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Please bring this edition of the Catney News to the AGM with you.  The 

Agenda and last year’s AGM minutes are in this edition.  The Finance 

report will be given out at the meeting as the accounts are currently with the 

auditor. 

 
CATHERINE DE BARNES RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

WEDNESDAY 13TH MARCH COMMENCING 8.00PM  

VILLAGE HALL 

AGENDA 

 

1 )  WELCOME   

2)  MINUTES OF 2012 AGM 

3)  MATTERS ARISING  

4)  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

5)  TREASURERS REPORT 

6)  COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

7)     GOING FORWARD  

8)     VILLAGE HALL PRESENTATIO N – WHAT NEXT? 

9)     A.O. B  

 FOLLOWED BY WINE AND NIBBLES  
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MINUTES OF Annual General Meeting 2012 

 
DATE: 8th  March 2012    VENUE: Catherine-de-Barnes Village Hall 

Association Committee Members Present:  Roger Ball  - meeting Chairman 

           Ken Cluley    - Treasurer 

           Frances Cook –Secretary 

           Dave Cuthbert 

           Chris Boxall 

Apologies from Chris Cluley, Sheila Shand 

Members present: 33 including the committee members 

 Subject  

2011 
Minutes 

The minutes of the last meeting were approved. Proposed and seconded 
by John McMahon and Liz Nye 

Matters 
Arising 

There were no matters arising from last year’s minutes 

Chairman’s 
Report - RB 

Roger Ball read the Chairman’s report: 
Since the last AGM the Resident’s Committee has held 11 meetings. 
Thankfully, there were no major new concerns this year. In addition the 
Village Hall Group formed after the last AGM also held regular meetings. 
 
A member of the Committee attends each of the regular meetings held by 
the Airport Company and the latest news is that the Airport Board are 
about to make the final decision concerning the runway extension. Based 
on a positive outcome it is expected the extended runway will be 
operational within 2 years with road-works along the A45 expected to 
start in April or May. Despite the overall economic downturn the Airport is 
still performing satisfactorily – mainly because of increases in its retail 
business. 
  
Through the efforts of Committee Member Chris Boxall, in conjunction 
with Hampton Parish and Chris Parker of Solihull Council the condition of 
Catney Common is much improved and with continuing efforts it won’t be 
too long before we can hopefully see family picnic benches there. Chris 
Boxall has also been working very closely with Chris Parker to ensure our 
local environment is kept up to scratch – for example pavement 
improvement, street lighting, fencing and street sweeping. 
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Chris Boxall also looks after planning issues that might impact the Village - 
thankfully there have been no major issues this year and the recently 
issued Solihull Plan for the future does not appear to directly affect the 
Village but, as in all these matters vigilance is the key – so thanks to Chris. 
 
Much effort has been put in by the Committee’s Secretary Frances Cook 
together with Chris Boxall in creating a new website – this now carries lots 
of Village information such as timetables, contact numbers, local trades 
and photos – making it a valuable Village asset – so thanks to them both 
for getting us into the digital age.  
  
Chris Cluley has put a tremendous effort in being the sole editor of the 
Catney News. This monthly newsletter has now developed into a larger 
and more informative local publication. Obviously as editor Chris needs 
something to edit so it’s vital the she receives articles, photos and so on 
from villagers which she can use in the newsletter. Thanks go to Chris and 
to Pete Peters for printing and collating the newsletter. 
 
RB thanked all the distributors of the Catney News who through all the 
seasons get the news to the doors. The Catney News is now also available 
on the website and Ken Cluley will mention later another idea we have in 
this area.  
 
Traffic speed through the Village has always been a concern and to help in 
this area we are trying to get involved with the local Speedwatch initiative. 
Unfortunately the ‘free issuing’ of the required equipment is no longer 
available and it is quite expensive, so we are exploring the possibilities of 
working with Hampton who already have the kit. Everyone will be told as 
soon as we are in a position to run this scheme.  
 
We are hoping to put planters at each end of the Village with a view to 
brightening the Village up a bit. We need the Council’s consent and seem 
to be going round in circles – with safety issues/potential traffic hazards 
and so on, but are confident we will get a resolution in the not too distant 
future.  
 
In conjunction with the Village Hall Group, 5 functions were held this year 
– the Quiz night in July, a Curry Night in September, a Fashion Parade in 
November, December’s Christmas Bash and last month’s Skittles Night. 
The committee would like to thank all those who helped make these 
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events the success they were. The money raised from functions has 
helped get the Association to a positive financial position whilst also 
raising funds in the fight to keep the Hall as a local amenity.  
 
Due to business commitments Gurjit Kohl has been unable to attend any 
meetings this year and is no longer a member of the Committee. We are 
also without a permanent Chairman since Russell’s resignation at the last 
AGM – if there is anyone interested in fulfilling this role or in joining the 
Committee we would be pleased to hear from you. 
 
RB added that without the Residents - there is no point to this Association 
which is here to protect and hopefully improve the local environment in 
which we all live. We need your ideas, we need your feedback, we need to 
hear about your concerns but most of all we need your support & 
involvement. It’s a two-way street and your contributions are vital.  
 
Finally RB thanked all those who have in one way or another made a 
contribution this year to the on-going well-being of our unique little 
Community. 
 

Treasurer’s 
Report - KC 

The accounts were available for everyone to read before the meeting and 
Ken Cluley thanked Dave Parsons for auditing the accounts from last year. 
Income from membership subscriptions was about the same as last year 
but the Association does not bring in enough money from subs alone to 
cover expenditure so we are trying to reduce costs. We would like to 
deliver the Catney News as widely as possible by e-mail and have also 
decided to distribute the Catney News to everyone in the village each 
month so we reach out to as many people as possible. This will roughly 
double our printing costs but we hope it will also increase membership 
and attendance at functions. 
Insurance may be less next year if some of the cost is met by the Village 
Hall group. 
 
Discussion followed on the cost of printing the Catney News and whether 
to increase the £2 subscription fee. 
Pete Peters noted that if we become a charity we can get gift-aid on 
donations 
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Village Hall- 
Stephen 
Wallis 

Stephen expressed sincere thanks to Karen Lusty for managing the hall for 
several years. 
The village hall action group have worked hard over the year. They have 
drawn up a business plan and assessed the building work that is required. 
The total building costs might be £100,000 over 3 to 5 years in order to get 
the Hall in good enough condition to become self-sustaining. As a result of 
these plans, and in view of the liabilities and history associated with the 
Hall, SW was able to persuade the relevant Parish committees that a local 
group could take over the management of the Hall with no fee. The parish 
had originally thought to sell the property for around £200,000. A group of 
local Trustees will become the managing Trustees under the umbrella of 
the BDTR. This decision had been approved in principle but we will have to 
wait for the legal processes to be completed. Stephen Linstead is drawing 
up the necessary papers which should minimise any legal fees which we 
would have to meet. 
The only concern could be the ultimate disposal of the Trust assets should 
the Hall be sold in the distant future, which would go to St. Alphege (4/7) 
and Hampton Parish(3/7). The church wants to use the Hall occasionally, 
we shall maintain a chapel area, and they want evidence that we have 
funds ready to start the building work. 
SW estimated that the transfer could be completed by July. 
 

Finances There was discussion of how money can be raised for the Hall fund. The 
total sums in the SNAG fund and the Fete Fund amount to roughly 
£12,000. 
Dave Cuthbert proposed that money in the SNAG fund (if allowed by its 
constitution) and the Fete Fund (after setting aside an amount to meet the 
initial costs of any future fete) could be made available to the Village Hall 
fund when needed. The motion was seconded by Lynn Grainger and John 
McMahon and was passed unopposed by the meeting. 
In response to a question, SW stated  that some of money held by St 
Alphege in St Catherine’s name may be considered part of the Charitable 
Trust and Stephen Linstead is looking into the legality of this money being 
transferred to us with the Trust. 
 
At present the Hall runs at a loss, but the fees have not been increased for 
some time. Gareth has plans to increase the fees and encourage wider use 
of the Hall. 
RB thanked SW for his report and all of the work done by the Hall Action 
group this year. 
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Committee 
members 

RB asked for volunteers to come forward as committee members. 

AOB DC announced plans for the Fete which will be our biggest event this year. 
A first planning meeting on March 9th was well attended and most of the 
roles have been assigned. The event will have an Olympic Theme and 
many more helpers will be needed nearer the time. 
It was confirmed that the Fete committee is a subcommittee of the 
Residents’ Association. 
The AGM concluded with wine and nibbles. 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 
Saturday 20th April:  Quiz Night and Fish and Chip Supper.  7.30 pm in the 

Village Hall.   Bar available.  Tickets £7 each.  Please contact a Committee member for 

reservations. 

 

Sunday 7th July:   Summer Barbeque.  12 noon to 5 pm with a Bar.  Children’s 

Fancy Dress competition.  More details in later edition. 

 

CATNEY DAY.  Saturday 21st September.  Event to be finalised – more 

news in later editions. 

 

 
BABYSITTING 

 

Please call Michelle on 07866 751 075 if you require a babysitter. 
Mature lady.  CRB checked.  Works in Early Years setting. 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

SPEEDWATCH 
 

Things look like they will be moving on in April/May.  Watch this space! 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Gentlemen 
     

                 Free PSA test day 
Saturday 9th March 2013 

10am - 2pm 

Spire Parkway Hospital are pleased to support Prostate Cancer Awareness Month 
by offering a free PSA (Prostate-Specific Antigen) blood test to men aged 45 and 

upwards and who are not currently undergoing prostate treatment.  
 

Consultant Urologists will be available on the day to answer questions. 
 

There is no need to book and GP referrals are not required. 

For more information call: 0121 704 5596 

                       ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

LONGFELLOWS 

Every Tuesday until the end of April,  Longfellows are hosting Tapas Tuesday... 

The Prices are tasty too... £3.25 EACH or 5 for £15. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

SATURDAY SOCIAL TENNIS TASTER 

You are all warmly invited to try one of the Saturday Social Tennis 
Sessions at Hampton Tennis Club, Shadowbrook Lane. Sessions are 

normally on from 2pm each Saturday afternoon during school term time. 
There is a children's social session run by one of the qualified Coaches 
from 2 - 3.30pm at a cost of £1.50 per child for children aged 7 and over. 

Children should wear trainers and comfortable clothes but do not need 
their own racquet as these can be provided. At the same time, an adult 
session is run, all standards welcome and there is no charge for this. 
Occasionally, Court committments mean that the session is run slightly 
later than normal. Please check the details on the Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/HamptonTennis. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/HamptonTennis
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Snow Falling on Cedars. 

.                                                                                                                       

David Guterson took ten years to write this highly acclaimed, prize winning first novel, which 

then enabled him to quit teaching and become a full time author. 

The story is set on a fictitious small island off the West Coast of America, during a period 

before and after the Second World War. San Piedro is a small town with a very close knit 

community containing a significant number of Japanese immigrants, all of whom are interned 

during the War and some made to serve in the US Military against both the Nazi and Japanese 

armies. 

The principal industries are fishing which is carried out primarily by the indigenous males and 

strawberry growing in which the Japanese have much more involvement. Relationships 

between the parts of the community before the War are generally wary but cordial, and in some 

cases passionate.  

After the War a local fisherman is found dead under suspicious circumstances in his fishing 

nets and a returning Japanese is accused of his murder as part of a wave of anti-Japanese 

sentiment. In the subsequent court case, on which the story is principally based, the lives of 

the participants in the case are re-examined and their relationships with members of both sides 

of the community, before and after the War, are assessed to illustrate the reasons for the 

prejudices which have become apparent. 

The outcome of the trial is the finale of the book, which makes it a whodunnit with a twist or 

two, together with a clear look at racism in small town America. 

This is a tightly written, thought provoking book, well worth reading. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 
 

  A novel by David Guterson  

    A review by John N Alderson 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

CALLING ALL YOUNG PEOPLE AND PARENTS OF YOUNG CHILDREN 

Did you know about the Youth Bus “Skylark” that has been purchased by Reverend Duncan 

Ballard, Vicar of Hampton Parish church and Hampton Parochial Church Council,  for local 

young people to meet and socialise ?    The Bus will be parked up in Hampton Sports 

Ground on the following days every week.  Why not go along and see what is going on?    

 

You will be made very welcome.  

Ages 10 - 13 Wednesdays 6.30 - 8pm 

Ages 13 - 16 Wednesdays 8 - 9.30pm 

Church Group Sunday 6.30 - 8pm 

Drop-in/Toddler Group Saturday 10am - 12 noon 

 

 
 

Thanks to Jane Clancy for 

these December photos 

of a rescue from the Ford 

in Flood. 
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 May 15-18 

 

The Hampton Players presents 'Calendar Girls' by Tim Firth. 

Wed 15th to Sat 18th May 2013 @ 7.30 p.m. at The Fentham Hall. 

Tickets: £10.00 each - Concs: £8.50 each. 

Tel: 01675 442432 / www.thehamptonplayers.co.uk.  

(donation of proceeds to Leukemia Research, Charity No: 216032) 

Guest Director 'Joyce Eyre' 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

CATNEY COMMON WORKING PARTY 
 

The Catney Common has become very waterlogged because of the extended wet 
weather season.  I decided to postpone the January working party to March on the 
assumption that this would allow sufficient time for the Common to dry out 
sufficiently. 
  
How naive was I?  The Common is more covered in water than even in January. 
  
So I have decided to CANCEL the working party re-timed for Saturday 9 March 
2013. 
  
I’ll set a new date for sometime in the summer – but only when I can see the 
Common has dried out sufficiently for us not to damage the ground. 
  
Despite all of the water, the daffodils are already coming through! 
 
 

Chris Boxall 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

Thank you to Janet Parker for this 

wonderful photo of icicles on a 

hedgegrow in Catney. 

http://www.thehamptonplayers.co.uk/
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RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION :   

You can contact us by emailing Frances Cook at secretary@catney.co.uk or  

for contributions to the Catney News, you can contact Chris Cluley at 

editor@catney.co.uk    If you do not have email, please contact us on  0776 

8502039 and leave a message or speak to a Committee member.   
Residents Association Committee:  Dave Cuthbert,  Roger Ball, Frances 
Cook, Chris Cluley and Ken Cluley. 
 

Airport noise complaints:  0121 767 7433  

Airport flight path complaints : 0121 712 6172 or  e-mail fppt@west-

midlands.pnn.police.uk  

Emergency numbers:  Gas: 0800 111 999  and Electricity: 0800 40 40 90. 

Council services:  www.solihull.gov.uk/councilservices/index.htm 

Hall bookings:    Gareth Thomas at the Spar Shop.  Tel:  0121 705 6135 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Tell us about special birthdays, anniversaries, weddings etc,  relating to  people who 

live in the village, and we will congratulate them in our next edition.  Also, if you would 

like to announce the birth of your baby, or a new grandchild – as long as you live in the 

village – that’s fine.   About to hold an event locally?  Let us know. Do you know of 

anyone new to the Village?  Tell us  and we will send them a welcome card. 

 

Ideas of what you would like to read about in your Catney News are always welcome.      

I would really appreciate articles of interest to put in the April issue; please let me have 

all copy by 20
th

 March.   

 

Remember, that if you are receiving this copy of the Catney News in black and white, it 

will not do justice to any colour photos.  If you have an email address, and would like to 

receive your copy in colour, please let Frances Cook know and she will be pleased to 

send it out to you by this method. 

 

 

Chris Cluley 

Editor      

mailto:secretary@catney.co.uk
mailto:editor@catney.co.uk
http://fppt@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk/
http://fppt@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk/
http://www.solihull.gov.uk/councilservices/index.htm

