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Dear Villagers,
I wonder if this year will go as fast as last year? Here
we are in February already and a lot of us will be
thinking of summer holidays and sunshine. Will we get
any more snow do you think? I personally only like to
look at snow through a window from a warm room, but
I feel a bit sorry for the children who might not be able
to enjoy the snowballing, snowman building, toboggan
rides and sliding on the ice that meant winter fun in the
street when I was a child. On the other hand, I did crack
several ribs on a very glossy child made slide on my way
into junior school when I was ten. Walking to work
through wet snow up to my knees wasn’t great back in
the early 80’s either. At least today’s children can ask
to go to the Snowdome at Tamworth if they feel the need
to make a snow angel - all through the year!
Christine Cluley Editor
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Do please come along to our Residents Association AGM on
Wednesday 8th February at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall. There is so
much going on at the moment and we need your support more than
ever. We always get loyal villagers who attend every year and we are
so glad of them, but it would be great to see more of you taking part
and coming along to find out what we are doing to protect this village
for you.
If you would like to do more, why not volunteer to come on to the
Residents Association Committee and work alongside us?
Let
Frances know before the meeting date that you would be interested in
joining us. We need more Catney people to come forward for various
tasks and it would be wonderful to get your opinions and ideas on a
regular basis.
Wine and nibbles will be served after the meeting. We hope to see you
there. Thank you.

TAI CHI CLASS
There will be a Tai Chi class beginning in the Hampton in Arden
Church Hall on Wednesday 1st March from 2 – 3 pm If enough
people are interested a regular class will be held at that time in the
future.
Alexandra Hyde, who has run a martial arts class for some while on a
Tuesday in the hall, will be taking the class and she teaches Tai Chi
(Chuan) Yang Style - it is one of the five recognised styles from China,
it developed from Chen Style and is regarded as the easiest to learn.
If you want to improve your balance and co-ordination, control your
stress and re-build your strength Tai Chi is for you.
It can help with many health issues, including back and joint
problems, memory functions, MS, diabetes and many other ailments.
Take the March month challenge and see if it improves your
wellbeing.
Every Wednesday at 2pm at The Church Hall, High Street, Hampton
in Arden.
Class fees are £20 per calendar month or £5 per session
CATNEY CRICKET CLUB
As we wait for snow to arrive, our minds of course move to Summer
and Cricket, We are a small Club compared to some and as such we
are always looking for New Members/Players both Junior & Senior, So
if you are interested in playing or getting involved with the Club
please contact Eddie Hewitt on 0782 65805 or 0121 373 9104,
I look forward to hearing from you,
Eddie Hewitt

Winter is the season in which people try to keep the
house as warm as it was in the summer, when they
complained about the heat.

THE GIRL IN THE ICE
THE NIGHT STALKER

Two novels by Robert Bryndza

Book reviews
by John Alderson

Herewith two book reviews for the price of one, as I found myself with the two
first novels of this type, crime thrillers, by Robert Bryndza, and I review them
together because they are so similar.
Mr Bryndza who was born in the UK but lives in Slovakia, introduces us to his
heroine DCI Erika Foster, recently bereaved from her policeman husband and
mentally scarred by being partly responsible for his death.
In The Girl in the Ice the story follows the discovery of the girl in the title being a
murder victim and DCI Foster following her instincts, rather than instructions,
going off piste, being removed from the case, realising something has been
missed, case solved, DCI reinstated. The story, which has some graphic detail, is
pretty basic and reads a bit like a plot for TV programme.
The Night Stalker follows the same pattern, but better written than the first
one, with more character development and a slightly better run up to the finish.
These are not works of any major literary merit, but particularly The Night
Stalker are quite pacy and make easy reading if you like this type of genre.
*****************************************************************
For Sale
2012-2013 Range Rover Sport Car mats, Black Logo'd, Front &
Rear £50.00 Please call Frank on 0121 704 4346
We will shortly be asking you to join our Residents Association for another year. We
do hope you will consider supporting us as we endeavour to work on your behalf to
protect and care for Catherine de Barnes in many different ways. More details about
what we are doing and what is intended for the future will be given at our AGM at
7.30 pm on February 8th. Please come along.

CAROLS AROUND THE TREE

A recent scientific study showed that
out of 2,293,618,367 people, 94%
are too lazy to actually read that
number.

Villagers were in good voice again as
they sang their hearts out around the
Christmas Tree on December 8th
Perhaps not quite as many people came
as 2015, when we had a record number of
singers, and maybe we had to sing a
little quickly as Kim Rawson, who was
playing brilliantly for us as usual, had to
get to a service that had been rearranged to an earlier slot, so he couldn’t
take his time. However, it was lovely to
see you all with your various lanterns.
We also welcomed visitors to the village
to whom the event had been
recommended, and there were plenty of
takers for the mulled wine and nibbles
afterwards. Thank you to all who
support this event, please keep coming.

Village Hall
More jokes
at:
http://www.shortUnfortunately we have been unsuccessful in obtaining a grant
funny.com/cleanfrom Veolia for funds to support the kitchen/toilet renovation
project in the Hall . The Trustees are currently reviewing our
jokes.php#ixzz4Whwve3I
ooptions and looking at other funding options and opportunities .
Village Hall Trustees

In Memorium
Vernon George Cleaver from Catherine de Barnes whose
sunset was 19th December 2016

Christmas Craft Fair Success

The Christmas Craft Fair was a great success and, all being well, we hope to
hold a similar event again this year.
The original objective was to create an opportunity for local craft workers to
exhibit and sell their work, and it was fascinating to see just how much is being
created in our community! At the same time the
Fair provided an excellent fundraising opportunity for the Village Hall and
overall some £480 was raised on the day.
This success would not have been possible without a lot of hard work and we
would like to say a huge thank you to:
* members of the Craft Group who worked tirelessly to produce an enormous
array of Christmas delights within a relatively short timescale
* the trio of co-opted husbands who manfully served teas, cakes and smiles
throughout the day
* everyone who contributed to the delicious assortment of home made cakes
* but perhaps most of all to everyone who came along and supported the event.
This was the first time we have held this type of event in Catney and we suspect
there may still be some hidden talents dotted around the village. If you would like
more information about exhibiting next time, or if you know of anyone hiding their
talents under a bushel, just let us know! We promise to protect our sources!
Russell and Marialba Hogg
**************************************************************************
My therapist told me the way to achieve true inner peace is to finish what I start. So
far I’ve finished two bags of M&Ms and a chocolate cake. I feel better already. Dave Barry

Draft Local Plan Review – Response to the Consultation
As you probably know by now the consultation period has been
extended until Friday 17th February. The Association will be submitting
a response on the Plan itself but seeks Residents support in responding
to the proposed inclusion of Site 16 ( land bordered by Field Lane,
Lugtrout Lane, Hampton Lane and Damson Parkway ) in the plan and
the proposal to build 650 dwellings on it over the next 15 years. The
Association has prepared a response guidance which has been sent to
all residents for whom we have e mail addresses but if you need a copy
please let us know.

Airport Consultative Committee
This committee is meeting on the 15th February and one of the major
agenda items is Night Flying Policy . We have a representative on this
Committee – if residents have issues they want raising please let us
know by 8th February.

Crime
As many of you will have seen from the number of e-mail notices crime
seems to be on the increase in our area. Be vigilant – lock all doors
and windows when the property is empty. Keep a look out for strange
cars parked or moving about the area. On these cold mornings please
don’t leave your car running to get warm when you are inside. A
number of vehicles have been stolen this way and insurers won’t pay
out in these occurrences.
*************************************************************************************************************

Dear Villagers,
After many years of printing the Catney News ourselves, we have decided that it
is no longer feasible as we do not have the facilities to continue printing so many
hard copies, together with the time factor of folding and stapling them. From
this month the Catney News will be printed by Midland Business Equipment of
Knowle. We sincerely hope that we will be able to meet the cost of this into the
future, but any financial help you can give from time to time, or just your
support at any fund raising events the Residents Association arrange, would be
greatly appreciated. Remember, you can always receive the CN by email in
colour instead of a hard copy, just ask Frances, our secretary. Thank you.

AROUND THE VILLAGES
HAMPTON IN ARDEN
Ladies’ Breakfast
The Ladies’ Breakfast started up in September 2014 and takes place on the second
Saturday of each month at 9am in Hampton in Arden church hall. By the end of
2016 we had met 25 time! We hope to continue well into the future and would love
to invite ladies of all ages to come along. These breakfasts are a great opportunity
to meet up with old friends, to make new ones and for us all to get to know each
other better. We hope that in the new year we can learn more of what each one of
us is involved with in the present life of our villages. We are always delighted to
welcome ladies from Barston, Bickenhill and Catherine de Barnes to join us.
These breakfasts are a great place to chat, listen and network !
Dates for 2017: February 11th,March 11th, April 8th, May 13th, June 10th, July
8th. August 12th, September 9th, October 14th, November 11th, December 9th
For more information please contact Helen Wood (01675 44 2976 ) or Sheila
Wyatt ( 01675 44 2316 )
.

And Men’s Breakfast: All men are welcome to come along to eat a hearty
breakfast and get to know each other. The next breakfasts (3rd Saturday in the
month) are: 25th March, 22nd April, 20th May
On 16th February 2017 & 22nd June 2017 – Meet at White Lion, Hampton for
7.30pm – informal drink.
All breakfasts will start at 9.00am and take place in Hampton in Arden Church
Hall and there is a voluntary contribution to the cost
Although not a prerequisite for coming it would be useful to know numbers for
catering purposes so if you can please RSVP to Phil Joannou,
email:philjoannou@me.com, mobile: 07590 590 527.

BARSTON:
Sat 11th Feb - St Swithin's House - 7pm - supper followed by a showing of
photographs taken by (my husband) Richard Daymond and Charles Jukes of the
fabulous wildlife (birds and animals) in Botswana. Cost is £8 per person to
include drinks. Tickets from Mary (01676 523951), Charles (01564 774459) or
Diane (01564 778926).
Sat. 4th March - Barston Memorial Institute - 7 for 7.30 - Quiz night with fish
and chip supper - £10 - bring your own drinks. Proceeds to Christian Aid,
Barston Memorial Institute and St Swithin's House. Tickets from Mary or Diane
or Chris Lynn (01675 442753)

CRIB SERVICE IN DECEMBER

LONGFELLOWS

The service was very well attended and,
as well as contributions from our cast of
kings, shepherds and angels, we had
some beautiful readings by the older
village children. Stephen of course was
great and even managed to keep playing
the accompaniments with his grandson
climbing from front to back under the
keyboard!

If Catney Residents Association
members dine in February at
Longfellows on Monday to
Friday, choosing from their main
menu (not the Valentine’s Day
menu), Doug and Christine are
offering a 20% discount
Just show your membership card
and quote this advert.

Whatever you do, always
give it your 100%. Unless
you are donating blood.

BIRMINGHAM DOGS
HOME
Catherine de Barnes
Lane

Birmingham Dog’s home are giving their supporters the chance
to quite literally write their name in the immediate future and
history of Birmingham Dogs Home.
Buy a brick today with your name or that of a friend, relative,
company or pet and create your very own legacy. Your named
brick will feature on a wall at their new Dog Rescue and Welfare
Centre for posterity – the words you choose will literally be set in
stone forever as a lasting memory.
The new home opened on 23rd October 2015, but the battle for
funds goes on, however, to help with the running of these
magnificent new premises and to continue their care for the
4,000 plus homeless dogs that come to them each year.
Purchase your brick now – but you will need to act fast, as there
is only so much wall space! You can donate on the website:
http://www.birminghamdogshome.org.uk or get more information
by telephoning them on 0121 643 5211

You can now follow “Catney Village Hall” on Twitter (@catneyA)
Contacts: Secretary of the Residents Association: Frances on 0776
8502039 or secretary@catney.co.uk
Anything for the Catney News: Contact Chris at CatneyRA@outlook.com
Spar Shop/Hall Bookings: Gareth on 0121 705 6135

