CATNEY NEWS

DECEMBER 2013

Dear Villagers,
By the time you read this, our village Christmas Tree will have already been erected
outside the village hall. We have received £320 in donations towards the Tree etc.,
and we are very grateful to those that gave. Thank you so much.
On Monday, the 23rd December, at 6.30 pm, we will again be having Carols
round the Christmas Tree. Last year this was a lovely occasion. Do come along
and sing with us; Kim Rawson, the Director of Music at Hampton Parish Church will
be playing for us again and we hope Reverend Duncan Ballard, who is Vicar at
Hampton church, will come along to give a blessing at the end.
Do you have children or grandchildren who would like to be in a Nativity play at a
Crib service in Catney on Christmas Eve? If so, please contact Sheila Shand on
705 0524.
This month your Residents Association will be holding a Christmas buffet in the
Village Hall on the 14th December – Details on Next Page. Please support this!
Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas season
Christine Cluley (Editor)
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CHRISTMAS BUFFET
CATHERINE DE BARNES VILLAGE HALL
7.30pm SATURDAY 14TH DECEMBER
The Residents Association are holding an evening Christmas buffet as detailed
above.
It will be a cold meat buffet comprising turkey and ham, and there will be a
bar, raffle and music/entertainment.
We are seeking donations of salads, desserts and raffle prizes and if you are
able to help us in this regard please let us know at the time of making your
booking
There will be no charge for food for members of the Association and nonmembers are welcome at a cost of £5 /head.
Bookings will be on a first come, first served basis and can be made by calling
Dave on 705 8037. (where applicable please quote your membership number)
Look forward to seeing you!!!

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Catney Holly Tree
I was at Catney village school in the early 1970’s. Most of my Christmas school
memories aren’t particularly noteworthy, I was usually something like ‘third angel
from the left, non-speaking part’ in the nativity play. However I remember there was
a large holly tree outside the hall, (to the left of the front door as you approach) that
each year would be covered in red berries, until one year the whole tree vanished
overnight. It was assumed it was sawn down and stolen so that it’s branches could
be sold as Christmas decorations. At that time there were no houses opposite the
school which might have made stealing the unfortunate tree easier.
Sally Clark
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
www.catney.co.uk
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CHRISTMAS DRAW – MEMBERSHIP CARDS
Using an online “random org” picker of the card numbers,
the following Residents Association members won our
first Christmas draw.
FIRST PRIZE: Number 92, Keith Fleetwood, wins a £20 M &S Gift
Voucher.
SECOND PRIZE: Number 43, Lorna Whitaker and Robert Spencer who
win a £10 M&S Gift Voucher
Congratulations!

________________________________________________________

For Sale:
Toys R Us Folding Highchair, excellent condition £10
Please contact Perky on 0121 705 6286 or 07811 721591
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
CATNEY CRICKET CLUB
We are commencing indoors nets @ Solihull Sixth Form College on Sunday's between 12 &
2 PM starting the 1st December through to the end of March and would welcome any
villagers who wish to come along and receive coaching or just enjoy playing Cricket during
the Winter,
Due to the size of our Club we can only really accomodate juniors from Year 9 ( around 13
&14 years old ) up to any age, The cost is £4 per person for the 2 Hours,
If anyone needs further information they can call me on 07826 465805
Eddie Hewitt
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Pilates Classes
Improve your flexibility, strength &
posture. Tone up and have some fun.
Take a look at my website for more details:

www.swanpilates.co.uk
You will need to pre-book your place as class numbers are limited to 15 max. To
enquire about a place in the class, either fill out the contact form on my website,
email me or phone me - I’d love to hear from you.

Karen Dobson
Phone: 07794 439224
Web: www.swanpilates.co.uk
Email: karendobbo@btinternet.com
High Street
Hampton-in-Arden
Solihull
West Midlands
B92 OAE

Karen Dobson

Hampton-in-Arden Village
Hall
Thursdays (starting January
9th 2014)
Times: 09.45 to 10.45 and
18.45 to 19.45
Classes are suitable for
varied levels of ability

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Tai Chi Class – Dates and New Year Resolutions
The Tai Chi Class at the village hall runs from 10-11am on Thursday mornings. £5
per class. The last class this year will be on Thursday 19th December and the first
class of the New Year will be on Thursday 9th January. Newcomers are always
welcome.
I’ll be teaching a new set of movements starting in January along with some of the
familiar exercises we’ve been learning this term. If you need respite from the
Christmas build up, or you’ve already written; ‘take more exercise’ or ‘try a new
hobby’ on your New Year Resolution list, do come and try a free first class. The
class is in a mince pie free zone providing you don’t drop into the Spar shop
afterwards!
Enquiries: Sally 07713 253 482

sallytaiji@gmail.com

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

What’s the most popular wine at Christmas?
Answer: “Do I have to eat my Brussels sprouts?”
www.catney.co.uk
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HAVING PROVIDED
THE RECIPE FOR
CHRISTMAS CAKE IN
THE LAST ISSUE,
HERE IS A RECIPE
FOR THE TURKEY!

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
APOLOGIES
Saturday Night (23-Nov) a fire occurred in our main electrical feed into the house
(luckily this is in the garage) at 6 PM. This necessitated a fire service visit, then two
interruptions to electrical service to the odd numbered houses around ours at 383
Lugtrout – these were at around 7:30 PM and again around midnight. To all of you
whose evening and/or meals were interrupted our sincere apologies, and to the Dr
Who, Strictly, X-Factor & Jungle fans – we too apologise and just hope you have
Catch-up TV.
Regards, Sue & Roger Ball
_________________________________________________________________
A big thank you to all those who supported the coffee morning held at Pat and
Grahams house last month. We are pleased to say the sum of £225 was raised and
will be donated to Warren Pearl. Thank you again and hope to see you all again
next year.
Pat and Dot
www.catney.co.uk
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DECEMBER EVENTS AROUND SOLIHULL
CHRISTMAS SHOPPING EVENT - SUNDAY 1ST DECEMBER - 2PM UNTIL 4PM
IN THE SCOUT & GUIDE HUT - HAMPTON IN ARDEN
Our Christmas event has been organised to specifically raise funds to purchase two
new benches in loving memory of little Sophie Tomlin & Mrs Michelle Flavell, a
teacher at George Fentham School. We hope you can come along to support us,
there will be lots of different shopping gifts available from scarfs, candles, cards,
items for the home, gifts for the children, jewellery, mulled wine! Plus so much more
6th December: Farmers Market in Solihull High Street.
8th December: Christmas in Brueton Park. 12.00pm - 3.00pm, Brueton Park, B91
3HA. Father Christmas is making a special appearance in the park so come and
visit him in his grotto to receive a small gift! There is a festive treasure trail, craft
activity and other entertainment for you to enjoy. £3 per child. Reduce your
queueing time by booking a timeslot in advance via the Contact Centre on 0121 704
8000.
18th January: 9 am until 10.30 pm. Come and have a cooked breakfast,
coffee/tea, fruit juice and toast for £8 at Hampton Church Hall – all profits to the
Philippines and Syria disaster funds. Please support this event by volunteering
your help on the day, and by buying tickets in advance from The Corner Shop,
Hampton or Gary Wood (churchwarden) on 01675 442976. If you are able to
donate food to be cooked on the day, so that more money can be given that would
be wonderful. Thank you
___________________________________________________________

SERVICES FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS AT THE PARISH
CHURCH OF HAMPTON-IN-ARDEN
All are very welcome
6.30 pm.
6.00 pm.

1st December:
17th December:

6.30 pm.
4.00 pm.
11.30 pm.
8.15 am.
11.00 am.

22nd December:
24th December:
24th December:
25th December:
25th December:

11.00 am. 29th December:

Advent Carol Service
Carols around Hampton
Village, starting in Peel
Close, Hampton
Carols by Candlelight
Children’s Crib Service
Midnight Mass
Christmas Holy Communion
Christmas Parish Communion
(with children’s Nativity)
Christmas Songs of Praise
www.catney.co.uk
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The Art of Deception by A. J. Cross
A book review by John N. Alderson

It’s quite unusual to find a best selling crime novel set in modern Birmingham, prompting
the reader to suddenly say “oh! I know where that is”, but then this is a story of Dr. Kate
Hansen assisting the Birmingham Unsolved Crimes Unit, the UCU, and as the author Dr.
Cross is a forensic pathologist herself, one is given the distinct impression that she knows
about that which she writes.
A mummified body is discovered in Woodgate Country Park, which is later identified as the
body of Nathan Troy, an art student, who disappeared without trace twenty years
previously. Nathan had been a student at the Birmingham Institute of Art and Design,
known here as the Woolmer College in Bournville and there is an very interesting reference
at the beginning of the book to Holbein’s painting of The Ambassadors with its well known
piece of foreground deception. Kate Hansen is also a lecturer at the School of Psychology
and there is some musing with her students relating to Perception Theory and deception
real or imagined.
As the investigation proceeds we meet Nathan’s housemates of twenty years ago, his tutor
and the Professor and leader of the college at the time, Henry Levitte, now retired,
preparing a Retrospective and looking for public recognition in the next honours list. We
are now led into a series of strange relationships, particularly surrounding the Levitte
Family and daughter Cassandra’s possible relationship with Nathan Troy.
As the book title implies, nothing is quite as it seems and with a further couple of murders
thrown in, the route to the final solution of the puzzle is somewhat tortuous, but its
professional expertise and Patricia Cornwell similarities makes it a very good story.
________________________________________________________________________
My mother-in-law has come round to our house at Christmas seven years running.
This year we're having a change. We're going to let her in.
Les Dawson

www.catney.co.uk
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Why Lasting Powers of Attorney are the most important documents
you could sign.
By Caroline Wilden of Probate Solicitors
Imagine a situation where, either suddenly or gradually, you lose your
ability to make decisions. This situation is not as rare as you think. It
could be caused by many things including, a stroke, an accident,
Alzheimer's or dementia.
If you found yourself in this situation who would deal with your bank
account, who would be able to make decisions for you about finances or
medical treatment? The answer is nobody, in the short term, once you
lose the ability to make decisions for yourself it is too late!
Whilst medical treatment will be given it may not be what you would
choose, however, it is often financial issues that cause the biggest
problems. If, for example, a mortgage or utility bills are in your sole
name and come out of your sole account, your spouse or partner cannot
access the accounts or speak with the companies to re-arrange
payments. This can cause debts to build up.
That is why it is sensible to plan for the future by putting in place Lasting
Powers of Attorney (LPA). Without an LPA in place the only option, to
access and look after your finances or your health and welfare, is to seek
help through the Court of Protection which is a more costly and lengthy
process.
What is an LPA?
An LPA is a legal document which allows the person or people you choose
to assist you or ultimately take over decision-making on your behalf.
They are known as your Attorneys. You can have more than one
Attorney and they can be authorised to act independently or together and
they are bound by law to act in your best interests.
There are two types of LPA to consider and they have very different
purposes:
A Property and Affairs LPA allows your chosen Attorney(s) to assist you
in making decisions regarding your property and finances. If it becomes
necessary, they can take over dealing with your finances on a day to day
basis and may be able to sell your property on your behalf. This type of
LPA can be used as soon as it is registered if you so choose. This can be
useful if you are going away on an extended holiday or have to stay in
hospital for any length of time.
www.catney.co.uk
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A Health and Welfare LPA allows your chosen Attorney to make
decisions about where you live and the type of care you may need. You
even have the option to allow your Attorney to make decisions about
whether you receive life sustaining treatment if you lacked capacity to
make that decision yourself. This type of LPA is particularly important in
later life. A Health & Welfare LPA cannot be used until the donor loses
their mental capacity.
Why do I need it?
 It allows you to choose who you want to act on your behalf if the
circumstances arise, not the Court.
 If you don’t have an LPA and you lose mental capacity then the Court
of Protection can appoint someone to act on your behalf. This person
is known as a Deputy and you will have no choice over who is
appointed. The process is costly and lengthy and could cost four times
as much as making an LPA. For a comparison between LPAs and
Deputyship and the costs involved in both, visit the PSL website
www.probate-solicitors.co.uk/lpa.
 Care homes, local authorities and social services are, by law, obliged
to consult with and take notice of decisions made by Attorneys acting
under a Health and Welfare LPA. Attorneys may consent to things on
behalf of their loved one, for example an NHS Continuing Healthcare
funding assessment.
 Without the LPA for Health and Welfare the care home and other local
authority services should consult with relevant people who are helping
you however they cannot give consent on your behalf. Any decision
which requires your consent will be made by “a best interests decision
maker”, usually someone from social services.
 Whilst you have mental capacity you can revoke your LPA if you
choose or you can change your appointed Attorney(s) easily by
revoking the document and creating a new one.
Who should get an LPA?
 Everyone, but particularly the elderly. Once registered with the Office
of the Public Guardian (OPG) a Property and Affairs LPA can be used in
a variety of circumstances, not simply because a person has lost
mental capacity. For example, you become less mobile or need to
enter care accommodation, your signature has become shaky and is
questioned by your bank or you need to be in hospital for a period of
time.
 Even if you are not elderly and feel fine it is sensible to make an LPA.
We never know what is around the corner and accidents happen. An
www.catney.co.uk
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LPA can be prepared and signed but not registered immediately. This
can save money and the Court fee in the short term but it can be
registered at a later date if needed.
 We believe that Lasting Powers of Attorney are the most important
documents you could sign, possibly more important than your Will as
they affect you when you’re still alive!
If you have any questions about Lasting Powers of Attorney please call
Caroline or Richard at PSL 01564 758055
The contents of this article are believed to be accurate at the time of
writing – October 2013 – but do not amount to legal advice and no
warranties are given. Please consult a professional before taking any
action. Any views expressed are those of the author and not the
publisher.
Caroline Wilden is a solicitor at Probate Solicitors Ltd (PSL), in Knowle
Catney Residents SAVE 10% off LPAs & Wills with PSL
01564 758055

www.probate-solicitors.co.uk

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

POLICE MESSAGES FROM SOLIHULL : Police are asking vehicle
owners to remain vigilant and report all suspicious activity following a number of
thefts from vehicles across the borough.Officers are particularly keen to encourage
Audi and VW owners to maximise vehicle security following reports of the theft of
integrated sat-navs from these vehicles.Motorists are being reminded of the simple
steps that they can take to boost their car’s security.Our advice is pertinent to all
motorists, but following a recent crime pattern we’re particularly keen to ask Audi
and VW owners to support our work.If you have a garage please use it, and if you
have an alarm please make sure it is activated.As well as maximising the security of
their vehicles officers also believe members of the public can play a vital role in this
investigation by providing any information they have about suspicious activity.If you
see anyone acting suspiciously please contact us immediately, system please
contact officers at West Midlands Police on 101. Alternatively you can call
independent charity Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 with any
information. Also, During cold spells some motorists may be tempted to leave
their car engines running to heat up and de-ice with keys in the car, while they wait
inside their house in the warmth, leaving their vehicles and valuables vulnerable to
theft.
www.catney.co.uk
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IN MEMORIUM
We are sorry to hear of the passing of Margery Hall.
Margery was born in Barton upon Irwell, Stretford, Manchester on April 2 nd 1928.
After a short time, Marg and her mum moved to Shropshire where she grew up to
become a well educated girl. On August 2nd 1948 at All Hallows church in Rowton,
Marge married Bill. They celebrated 65 years of marriage this year.
Later, in August of 1948 Marge and Bill moved to Solihull, living in Wherretts Well
Lane until the 10th July 1950, when they finally found a house of their own in
Lugtrout Lane, which was to become their home until the present day.
A dedicated homemaker and mother, she went on to have 5 children, Tony, Janet,
Carol, David and Chris. She also boasted 14 grandchildren and 16 greatgrandchildren, all of whom brought a smile and much warmth to Marge.
It is interesting to note that her eldest son Tony was the first pupil to pass their
eleven plus exams at what was then St. Catherine’s School (Catney School) now
the village hall.
A social woman by nature, Margery loved to take part in many local events and
joined many groups. She was a member of the Mother’s Union and Women’s
Institute. She helped out at many local fetes, including those at Catney and prided
herself in taking some wonderful homegrown produce. She was not shy when it
came to other events too, she was often seen visiting Catney Cricket Club with Bill
as well as playing darts for The Boat Inn darts team.
Even after the beginning of her ill health some five years ago, once able, she joined
the Stroke Associations communication group and continued to be, as best she
could, the social woman she had always been.
Marge was loved by many and caught the hearts of her family and friends. She was
a very special and gentle lady with great determination. Even over the last few
months it was warming to hear her described as “a wonderful person” and “a lovely
lady” from people that had just met her for the first time.
Pete Peters.
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11

CATNEY NEWS

DECEMBER 2013

RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION :
You can contact us by emailing Frances Cook at secretary@catney.co.uk or
for contributions to the Catney News, you can contact Christine Cluley at
editor@catney.co.uk If you do not have email, please contact us on 0776
8502039 and leave a message or speak to a Committee member.
Residents Association Committee: Dave Cuthbert, Frances Cook, Chris
Cluley, Ken Cluley, Sue Attwell and Annette Scott.
Airport noise complaints: 0121 767 7433
Airport flight path complaints : 0121 712 6172 or e-mail fppt@westmidlands.pnn.police.uk
Emergency numbers: Gas: 0800 111 999 and Electricity: 0800 40 40 90.
Council services: www.solihull.gov.uk/councilservices/index.htm
Village Hall bookings: Gareth Thomas at the Spar Shop. Tel: 0121 705 6135
===============================================================

FOR THE CATNEY NEWS:
Tell us about special birthdays, anniversaries, weddings etc, relating to people who
live in the village, and we will congratulate them in our next edition. Also, if you would
like to announce the birth of your baby, or a new grandchild – as long as you live in the
village – that’s fine. About to hold an event locally? Let us know. Do you know of
anyone new to the Village? Tell us and we will send them a welcome card.
If you would like to promote your business by offering villagers a discount – please
contact me, Christine Cluley. Also, ideas of what you would like to read about in your
Catney News are always welcome.
I would really appreciate articles of interest to
put in the January issue; please let me have all copy by 20th December.
Remember, that if you are receiving this copy of the Catney News in black and white, it
will not do justice to any colour photos. If you have an email address, and would like to
receive your copy in colour, please let Frances Cook know.
WISHING YOU ALL A PEACEFUL, HEALTHY AND HAPPY NEW YEAR
FROM YOUR RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION AND VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEES
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